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ESPECIALLY 
WHEN ITS SITTING 
IN THE CAR WITH 


DAMN STRAIGHT! 
I HAD THE WHOLE 
TOLLIVER/CRAY THING 
COVERED! 


M DION'T 
NBED YOUR HELP! 


Wry 
JU6T GET YOURSELF KILLED 
IN THAT RUN-IN WITH THE 


WHATS DONE IS. 


PROBLEM NOW 
1S I'M STARING A 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY 
IN THE FACE, WITH NONE 
OTHER THAN EVE EDEN 
FATHER CHAIRING THE 
COMMITTEE! GOTTA 
SOMEHOW KEEP THE 
SQUAD ALIVE AND 
KEEP CHECKMATE 


I KNOW WHAT YOU'VE BEEN 
DOING DURING THE /NVASION. 
TRYING 70 MAKE THE CONCEPT 
BEHINO YOUR SQUAD AS VISIBLE 
AS VIABLE... AS POSSIBLE 


HOODWINKING THE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC INTO BUYING A TRUL 


I HAPPEN 
TO BELIEVE IN 
WHAT WERE DOING 


KEEP ONE SLUG IN 
JAIL. JUST GUARANTEE- 
ING THE TAXPAYER 


NOTHING 70 DOWITH 
THE POWER YOU 


THATS /7! * 
I HAVE HAD IT! 


CONCERNED, WALLER'S 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENTIRE 


DON'T WORRY, COMRADE RAZUMIHIN. OUR HEARTS 
ARE PURE, AND WE HAVE THE STRENGTH OF 
TWENTY MEN, 


SK 
ey 


BASS 


F PITIFUL! YOUR 
7 ROCKETS TURNED 
‘TAIL AND RAN! TIME 
» TOGET THis SHOW- 
BOAT MOVING! J 


LETS DECIDE WHO ONS. 
THis STREET! 


/ IF THis is ABOUT ME AND 
MARI AND HOW FLO'S TAKING 
IT--YOU'RE RIGHT. IT/S THE 
WRONG TIME AND IT 1S 


MAYBES THE ISTHAT YOU TA, 
WRONG TIME TO ASK Ro- acleae 
IT AND MAYBE IT'S 


‘PUTER, I DENANO 
WHO'S THE FAIREST IN THE LAND2, 


INTERESTED IN THAT 
ICH, VIXEN! 


THATS JUST SEX! T 
OFFER HIM LOVE! MEN! 
THEY DON'T THINK WITH 

THE HEADS ON THEIR 
SHOULDERS! 


HUH! WHY TM 
TALKING To you, I 
WILL NEVER KNOW! 
YOU'RE JUSTASTUPO 

MACHINE ! 


GUBTECT HAS DEMONSTRATED \ 


j 7 ATRUE AVERSION TO CHILDREN. 7 
WE HAVE THE 


> PHOBIAS AND PARANOIAS SEEM, 
POTENTIAL REPLACEMENTS re x 
DOWN 70 THESE Few. LETS \ 


i 
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LETS TRY KEEPOUR \//ON THE SURFACE, THEY 
APPEAR TO BE YUPPIES. 
BUT WITHOUT ANY SENSE 
OF RIGHT OR WRONG-- 


GOOP FOR THEM. Six 
SOCIOPATHIC BEHAVIOR, 
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TRAINED TO 00 AND I 
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C | CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE 
is 


AND THEN PERHAPS, 
I'LL GOWITH You. 


4S I EVER ASKED, 


Cru 


{ 
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ME LAUGH LiKE 
THAT. I THINK 


YOU'VE BEEN PaRT OF 
THIG WVASION GTUFF. 
SOTELL ME~WHAT DIO 


YOU DO IN THE WAR, 
P= 


ONE STORY IT} 
WOULD LIKE! 


IT DOES ME GOOD, MATE, TO 
|STAND IN THE MOTHER COUNTRY, 
AGAIN, I CAN TELL YOU 


=e 
cel pTNC. PUT ME DOWN, 
ma be YOU DRUNKEN BUNCH 


THATS 700 
FUNNY. THANKS, 


Bn) watever THE HOLD 
16 THAT YOU HAVE ON EVE, 
FLAG, I WISH YOU'D eive IT 

ELSE 


PD WAIT! WHATS 
“THAT FLASH IN 


DC COMICS INC. 
(666 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10163 


Dear Folks, 

Issue #19 reaffirms the feeling I've 
had for some time, that being, no 
matter how many superfolks are 
within the pages of this book, the 
nerve and heart of the book is Aman- 
da Waller. 

It is so refreshing to find a strong, 
intelligent woman who isn't a beaut 
contest winner, or for that matter, a 
saintly altruist. In other words, a 
human. 

This woman is so much more inter- 
esting than a dozen spandex-clad 
bimbos with huge mcguffies spouting 
drek about man’s inhumanity, or 
mutants bemoaning destiny’s uneven 
hand. 

John Ostrander, this woman is, to 
my knowledge, the best characteriza- 
tion of any in the comics. 

I'm really looking forward to 
another confrontation between 
Amanda Waller and Batman. I'd love 
to see the two of them forced into a 
position where they have to save and 
depend on each other. 

Thanks to all for a book that con- 
tinues to be better than I expect. 

C. Wayne Owens 
5436 Charlotte 
Kansas City, MO 64110 


Dear Bob, 

Boy, it is really refreshing to see 2 
positive portrayal of clergy in a comic 
book such as Father Craemer in SS 
#198. I agree there are charlatans and 
Kars on pulpits everywhere. But, for 
every one of those in the public eye, 
there are a hundred good men and 
women all over the world quietly 
doing God's work. 

And many of these people have 
words of wisdom, words of comfort to. 
offer in our times of distress. The 
exchange between the good Father 
and Eve on pages 10 and 11 is a 
perfect example. John Ostrander is to 

be commended, not only for his great 
pacrayal of a clergyman, but for 
clarifying one of many Biblical inter- 
pretations: the true nature of Judas’ 


sin. 

I just hope DC will follow Mr. 
Ostrander's lead. Perhaps we'll even 
get to see some honorable Protestant 
clergy? 


Collinsville, | 1L 62234 


Then, I had a lot of fun writing the 
good Father in Nightshade’s origin 
(despite my being totally areligious), 
80 I encourage John to use the Father 
whenever possible. As to others 
following our lead, who can say? I'd 
like to think so. 


Dear John, Luke, and Bob, 

1 always enjoy “Personal Files”- 
type stories: they. help to provide an 
entertaining breather, particularly 
following stories such as the Jihad 
two-parter. Next year, I'd like to see a 
“Personal Files” from Father 
Craemer’s point of view. 

The scene with Shade and Ifrit was 
entertaining. I'm glad he’s beginning 
to get his “superior technology” 
arrogance shot down. Yvonne Callen- 
dar's flirtation with 
can't wait to see his “charm lessons.” 


emphasize that he is far from a hero, 
just an ordinary guy (with a few psy- 
3 eines 


handled. The Reverend wins, hands 
down, the “nicest guy at Belle Reve” 
award (with Nemesis his closest com- 
petition, and Boomerang dead last). 
Even though his appearances have 
been few and brief, Father Craemer's 
personality has come through clearly. 
Dr. Light was a lot of fun. Whatever 
you do, don't let this incompetent fool 
et killed on a Squad mission! 
Erich Mees 
3456 Spalding Drive 
Dunwoody, GA 30350 


Dear Mr, Ostrander and company. 

After nearly two years of publica- 
tion, the SUICIDE SQUAD has 
finally reached the point where it has 
settled into itself and the DC Uni 
verse. 

You have successfully created a 
stable but rotating cast, something 
that many “team” books fail to do. 
‘The reason for this is that most of 
those books rely on senseless and un: 


jade was fun.1 


warranted bickering or utter loyalty 
The Squad 


LEAGUE INTERNATIONAL still 
shines above most others. The yearly. 
“Personal Files” stories seem 
specifically designed to expand on the 
characters we have become familiar 
with in recent issues. When was the 
last time any other titles (with the 
exception of JLI) spent an issue detail- 
ing nothing but relationships and 
ineersetice? 1 Ceink 1s obvious that 
Mr. Ostrander really enjoys working 
with and fleshing out the members 
and supporting cast of the Squad. 
‘There's that phrase again. Support: 
ing cast. Tesppoee no ities world be 
complete unless it praised Amanda 
Waller as one of the most interesting 
“supporting” cast members in super- 
hero comics today. It might even bea 
disservice to refer to Mrs. Waller as a 
“supporting” character, as she is as 
integral a part of the Suicide Squad as 
any of the members. That, combined 
with her regular appearances 
CHECKMATE! and cameos in other 


Iniverse. 

All these factors combine to make 
the Squad one of my most eagerly 
awaited titles each month, and I 
anxiously await further develop 
ments in the lives of all the members. 

Den Elms 
Address Withheld 


Dear John, Luke, and Bob, 

For a while now (possibly seven 
years) I've been collecting comics and 
nel now Tye eave See en om 
series from the beginning. The 
tional quality of SUICIDE: SQUAD. 

I couldn't help but keep on collecting 

it. 1 won't babble on about how 
“awesome” and “enrapturing” 

house: I know I'm just wasting your 


Baill with me? Cool 

What I was going to say refers to 
Nightshade’s part in “Personal 
Files.” For a long time I've been 
searching for a comic that contains a 
trace of reverence. I think [may have 
finally found it. I would like to 
sincerely thank you for showing your 


readers that there ix more to comics 
than simply gunning down the bad 
guys. I think this may show all the 
religion fanatics of the world that DC, 
as. well as yourselves, aren't the 
Satanic arch-rivals they imagine you 
to be. Thanks for shedding some new 
light on the comics industry. 

dustin D, Maddox 

37 Fenwick Road 
Ft, Monroe, VA 23651 


Dear John. 

|. Fjust read SUICIDE SQUAD #19 

and I loved it! The art was great but I 
. Cait't wait to see it when Karl Kesel 


SUICIDE SQUAD had a lot of Lad 


SaSe mae bt of Fa. Siasbe 
Floyd gets back from his mini- 
‘sérite, he and Briscoe could hang out 
together. And if you ever decide to 


«ive Deadshot his own series and 
have to take him out of the Squad, 


with 
Eve aihiout her “pride in her sins,” soto 
spplied directly fo may 

said put me at ease, 


nag ‘Theiped me duskot God 


” mmy: pagers ‘scene was the 
‘Amanda scene. I've gotta 

it I'm totally confused about why 
would pretend she has 
amnesia. And if she faked it, why did 
shé-act like she remembered Scott 


Free in issue #13 when she didn’t have” 


fish in a large pond. 2) Or it could be 
that she is infiltrating the Squad for 
‘Darkseid so he can use them for his 


y Goodness 
follows orders to the letter, but Aman- 
da’s not afraid to challenge her 
superiors and if she can’t deal with 
them with physical means or intimi- 
dation, she’s not above anything else, 
short of killing. 

Talso liked the scene with Dr. Light. 
Maybe when he joins he can takeover 
Boomer's spot as “team joke” and let 
Digger get down and dirty. I mean, if 
he's not an asset to the team, he has 
no use being on missions. And the 
Panels with ohn falling back in his 

chair and Amanda's pen 
fantasies think I'm sensing ‘Ll 
humor rubbing off on the Squad. 
‘That's great. Just don't go toextremes 
with it: kay? 


Donnie Matthews: 
Route 2 Box 209C 
Ararat, VA 24053 


Dear Rob, 


As usual, the latest issue of 


around, and I hope there's no ulterior 

side'to . Alo, Eve looks a lot like 

dune Moone this i issue, especially in 

profile—is this coincidence or 
liberate? 


It’s taken Amandaa whiletorealize 

that Duchess is Lashina the Fury, 
and I wonder why she's been trying to 
hide that. Also, what will she do now 
that she knows Waller knows? There 
were quite a few little touches else 
where that I really liked. The off 
camera activities of Black Orchid con- 
tinuetto intrigue—and I’m waiting for 


cher’: qwn ‘mini-series with bated 
“breath. Dr. Light's sniveling and pae- 


dophilic entrance and swift exit was 
another nice, fine link tothe rest of the 
DC- Universe, which John bas a good 
handle on. 

Finally, a few words on Luke 
McDonnell, whose art has never 
looked better than here and ‘in the 
DEADSHOT series. I didn't like what 
he did on Iron Man, and in combina- 
tion with Val Mayerik, a fine artist,he 
makes Dreadstar look positively 
robotic. But it must all be down to the 
inker, and Luke obviously needs one 
with a fine eye such as that of Bob or 
the returning Karl Kesel. 

Malcolm Bourne 

- 6 Craigwel} Road 
Prestwich, Manchester M23 SBF ~ 
England, 


The resemblance you refer to was 
probably an unintentional coinci- 
dence, especially with the more recent _ 
events to take into account. And. 
for our other regular British ‘corre. 
spondent: 


Dear Bob, - 
SUICIDE SQUAD 19 was a rela- 
tively “quiet issue. By that I mean 
there was no blood-letting, no shoot- 
puts, no violence to speak of— 
physical violence, that is. There was 
plenty of emotional violence and it ix 
this single factor of SUICIDE 
SQUAD that sets John Ostrander 
apatt from many other comic book 
writers. The very make-up of the 


Waller mostof all, and John Ears 
marvelous human drama in portray- 


ing that constant tension. The sheer 


between Sekofsky and Briscoe 
to the (at last!) identification of 
Duchess as Lashina, made for fasci- 
nating reading. There are so many 
plot possibilities on the go in each 
issue, it’s going to take years to cover 
them ail. For instance, is Darkseid 
going to allow Duchess to remain on 
Earth, or is he going to have her “sent 
for,” as he did with G. Gordon God- 
pit soe is Black Orchid looking 
for?<And what will happen if/when 
someone calls Waller's bluff in a situa- 
tion such as Flag faced.on page 20? 
(No, I don’t think she was bluffing.) 

Three pages of Suicide Notes? Well, 
‘wo and bit actually, but I'm heart: 
ened that SS seems to be eliciting so 
many responses, and such thought- 
ful ones, too. T.M. Maple’s comments, 
as usual, were of great interest, and 
I'd like to add that “a good story,” as 
hepput it,can not only make up fora lot 
of déficiencies in structure, but can 
result in turning such “deficiencies” 
into positive aspects of future story- 
lines. I think the matter of Duchess's 
identity having been left hanging for 
so long was originally a lapse on 
Jobn’s part, but it led to a great scene 
between Amanda and Duchess this 
month and should make for some 
interesting moments in the near 
future. 

J can't go. without yet again prais- 
ing the artwork. Luke McDonnell and 
Bob Lewis mi ever have the same 
following of the likes of Art Adams or 
Kevin Maguire, but for my money 
they are one of the most exciting pair. 
ings in comics today. 


Dale Coe 

36 Whitecross Road 
Warrington, Cheshire WA5 1LR 
England 
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